
Cecil Frederick Moon

Annex 5

Cecil Frederick Moon was born in Islington, London in 

1881 and we first meet him in the records with this 

fascinating poster distributed by the York City Police in 

1905 warranting his arrest. Highly unusual for the time, the 

portrait of Cecil reflects his status being from a ‘good 

address’ and suggests a level of wealth and prestige he 

most probably enjoyed. Cecil’s appearance in the records 

shows the diversity of the individuals recorded within the 

Poor Law Union and Workhouse Records and that the Poor Law Union and Workhouse Records and that the 

records do not just include the destitute or poorest people 

in York society. 

Cecil Frederick Moon, a married man, elopes with actress 

Violet Campbell to London in the night. He even has a 

tattoo on his arm, of a vampire no less! Although his story 

is fascinating and would have been utterly scandalous in 

middle-class, Victorian York, this poster was 

commissioned because Cecil was wanted on the charge 

of desertion of his wife Frances and two children, a 13 

month old son named Ronald and baby who was just 10 

days old when Cecil left. 



Cecil’s father was also written to by the Board of Guardians with the request he provide financial aid 
to this daughter-in-law and grandchildren. This practice was common, for the extended families of 
individuals to be expected to support their family who were seeking assistance and take the financial 
burden away from the Board of Guardians. However, Cecil’s father did not assist Frances or Ronald. 

The York City Police issued a warrant for Cecil Moon’s arrest and his arrest was reported in this 
newspaper article in the Yorkshire Herald on the 5th May 1907. After being arrested, Cecil served one 
month’s hard labour in June 1907 in HM Wakefield in West Yorkshire for the offence of Desertion of 

Frances, Ronald and her  new born baby, like many women and 

children deserted by their husbands and fathers, were left in destitution 

with no means of working to support themselves. On the 2nd May 1907 

Frances first appears in the Application and Report Books, where she 

applied to The Guardians for out door relief. She was granted her just 

3.5 shillings a week. 

month’s hard labour in June 1907 in HM Wakefield in West Yorkshire for the offence of Desertion of 
the Family Union. 

Over the years that followed we see Frances, with just her one son Ronald stay in the same area of 
York, moving from 49 Ferndale Street to 86 Alma Terrace, and she remains reliant on Outdoor Relief 
from the York Poor Law Union. 

It remains unclear what happened to Cecil until 1919, when we find him on active service in World 
War One with the Commissioned Royal Berkshire Regiment 16-6, a regiment which was stationed in 
the Ypres Salient. Cecil was awarded the Royal Artillery Field Service Medal in 1919 alongside his 
regiment. 

Cecil never remarried and died in Wandsworth, London in 1959 age 78. It remains to be discovered if 
Frances ever managed to come off Outdoor Relief or what happened to their son Ronald, or of Violet 
Campbell’s acting career.  
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